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Tampered transparency

“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.”

The word ‘Corruption’ connotes many things for many
people and under differing circumstances which makes
it difficult to define. However, in a narrow sense,
corruption is mostly concerned with ‘bribery’ and
‘undue advantage’ and it takes several forms.
Transparency International- a global movement with
the vision to free the world of corruption and having
chapters in more than 100 countries leading the fight
against corruption describes ‘Corruption’ as the abuse
of power for private gain. It is a global phenomenon
and is pervasive in almost every society the world
over. Corruption, especially in a state such as ours
where strife and unrest is a part of our everyday life,
is a consequence of the parasitic nexus between
Bureaucrats, politicians and criminals. Its reach and
chronicity can perhaps be gauged by the very fact
that at one time, bribe was paid for getting wrong
things done but now bribe is being paid for getting
right things done at right time. Today, India’s ranking
in the annual corruption index, released by Berlin-
based non-government organisation Transparency
International (TI), slid to 81 among a group of 180
countries based on a scale of 0 to 100, where 0 is
highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. The Corruption
Perception Index 2017 also singled out India as one of
the “worst offenders” in the Asia-Pacific region. In
2016, India was in the 79th place among 176
countries. Tl said it found crackdowns on non-
government organisations (NGOs) and media were
associated with higher levels of corruption in the world.
“Given current crackdowns on both civil society and
the media worldwide, we need to do more to protect
those who speak up,” said Patricia Moreira, managing
director, TI. The 2017 index revealed that despite
attempts to combat corruption, most countries were
moving too slowly with their effort. In the past six
years, many countries have made little to no progress,
Tl said.

The big question is: Is it possible to contain corruption
in our society? To fully answer the question, it would
be crucial to understand certain perceptions and myths
such as: Corruption is a way of life and nothing can
be done about it, or that only people from
underdeveloped or developing countries are prone to
corruption. Distrustful or apathetic attitude of the
public towards the political system, its institutions
and its leadership also creates a big hurdle to
challenging corruption. The best weapon for fighting
corruption is transparency. It is about shedding light
on rules, plans, processes and actions. It is knowing
why, how, what, and how much. Transparency ensures
that public officials, civil servants, managers, board
members and businesspeople act visibly and
understandably, and report on their activities. And it
means that the general public can hold them into
account. It is the surest way of guarding against
corruption and helps increase trust in the people and
institutions on which our futures depend.

Corruption is an intractable problem and can only be
kept in check if representatives from the government,
business and civil society work together to develop
standards and procedures they all support. It cannot
be eliminated in one fell swoop. It is a global problem
that all countries of the world have to confront,
solutions, however, can only be home grown. We have
tolerated corruption for so long, hoping the next person
will take up the cudgel for us. The time has now come
to root it out from the society, and if we are to succeed,
we all should join our hands and stand firm.
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NEUWJ caIIs fori mgenlous journalism

Guwahati, March 26: Constituted
to provide a common platform to
professional journalists of
northeastern region, the North Eas
Union of Working Journalists
(NEUWJ) got off to a rousing start
on Sunday (25 MARCH 2018) with
its first convention held at Guwahati
Press Club. Chaired by veterar
journalist and NEUWJ president
Joykanta Sarma and graced as chi
guest by Pradip Baruah (Editor
Prantik), guest of honour Shash
Phukan (EditarBismoi) and senior S
journalist Samudra Gupta Kashyap' was released on the occasion by
the convention discussed several Bismoi’'s  editor Phukan.
issues related to journalism andegion for news coverage, said thamanning major national mediaModerated by senior journalist
news coverage in NE States. stories are just waiting to behouses,” he saidAizawl based Pulin Kalita, the meeting was
Addressing the gathering, Prangk’ discovered for the enterprisingjournalist Malsawmpuia Ralte attended by a number of acclaimed
editor Baruah dwelt upon the needournalist. thanked the NEUWJ for its initiative journalists including Rupam
for a receptive mindset that would“When | began my career in Theto bring together scribes of thisBarua, Ranen Kr Goswami, Raman
enable journalists of the region tolndian Express, | was the only scribetrouble-torn region. NEUWJ generalBora, Siva Prasad Deka, Mukul
master various tongues for effectivehailing from this region. Happily secretary ManoAgasti delivered Kalita, Apurba Kumar Daslarun
communication. Kashyap, whiletimes have changed so thathe welcome address. JournalisBaikia Anup Biswas, Rubee B Das,
drawing upon his wide experiencehundreds of keen young journalistdNava Thakuria spoke of the need téankaj Nath, Rajat Baishya, Samir
traveling the rugged terrain of thefrom the Northeast are nowput up a united front for journalistsChoudhuryBipul Sarma etc.

Saudis intercept sev&emen rebel missiles in deadly escalation

Agency “The firing of multiple ballistic triggered the tightening of a Huthirebel chieAbdelmalik al-Huthi
Riyadh, March 26: Saudi forces missiles towards cities is a seriougongstanding Saudi-led blockade oftoday said his fighters were ready to
intercepted sevelYemeni rebel development. Yemen — already on the ger of make more “sacrifices” against the
missiles todayincluding over the “The Huthi-rurAl-Masira television famine. Saudi-led coalition, in an address
capital Riyadh, in a deadly escalatiochannel claimed the rebels hadAnother strike on December 19marking the was third anniversary
on the eve of the third anniversary ofargeted Riyadis King Khalid tamgeted Riyadls Yamamah palace, The Huthis plan a huge rally in Sanaa
the Saudi-led coalitiog’intervention Internationalirport as well as other the official residence of King Salman.today to mark the anniversary
inYemen. airstrips in the south of the kingdom.SaudiArabia has accused its arch foeThe UN says living conditions in the
One Egyptian was killed and two of The strikes come after the US defenc&an of supplying the missile to thewar-scarred country have reached
his countrymen were wounded bysecretary last week urged Saudiebels, a chare Tehran strongly catastrophic levels and that 8.4 million
falling shrapnel in Riyadh, authoritiesCrown Prince Mohammed bin Salmandenied. people face imminent famine.

said, with residents reporting loudduring his visit towashington to The Huthis expelled pro-governmentThe UN urgently needs USD 350
explosions and bright flashes in thepursue “urgent efforts” to end forces from the capital in Septembemillion for humanitarian projects in
sky shortly before midnight. Yemens wrenching conflict. 2014 and went on to seize swathes dfemen, a senior agencyfioial said
The Iran-aligned Huthi rebels fired The Huthi rebels have fired dozenshe impoverishedrabian peninsula yegerday insisting it was mere
three missiles at Riyadh and fourof missiles into Saudhrabia since country “peanuts” compared with the cost
others at the southern cities ofast yearall of which Saudi forces This prompted a military coalition led of the countrys war

Khamis Mushait, Jizan and Najranclaim to have intercepted, by SaudArabiatointerveneifemen SaudiArabia and its allies — aided
with the coalition saying they all underscoring their capacity to strikeon March 26, 2015, to help theby billions of dollars worth of military
targeted populated areas. deep within the kingdom amid agovernment push back the Shiiteequipment from the US and Britain
“This aggressive and hostile actiorstalemated war iiemen. rebels. — could stand guilty of war crimes,
by the Iran-backed Huthi groupThe latest attack could furtherSince then, around 10,000 peoplémnesty International said on
proves that the Iranian regimeescalate the coalitios’'military have been killed and 53,000 woundedFriday:

continues to support the armed groupampaign. in Yemen, triggering what the United Numerous rounds of UN-sponsored
with military capabilities,” coalition A major attack targeting Riyadh Nations has called the workdvorst  peace talks have failed to stem the
spokesman Turki al-Malki said. international airport on November 4humanitarian crisis. bloodshed irvemen.

Contd. from yesterday issue
“38TH REDARMY UPRISING DAY observed by PREK

The colonial masteindia has been Right to Self Determination is clearly date. Such goods are available at owf work culture without having to
applying a divide and rule strategygiven in the StuteArticle 38 of the markets abundantiZhildren, parents depend on anybody

among the indigenes, who have beeimternational Court of Justicgrticle  and pregnant women who consumedise. What needs to be discussed
living together in both hills and valley 1 of the International Covenant onsuch food items have reportedly fallerseriously is the unabated
with love and amity since time Economic, Social and Cultural Rightssick. deforestation that includes clearing
immemorial, to instigate a fratricidal and the International Covenant orWith the harms caused by the foodorest for reasons of security and
war among us, and it is apparent irCivil and Political Rights (1966) allows items to the physical and mentabestruction of natural resources that
the eyes of the world that India isevery community or race to demanchealth of the people, a secrefl7,418 square kilometée.78.01% of
carrying out genocide in this region.Right to Self Determination. The genocide is going onlo cite an Manipur's land used to provide.
The puppet government of the stat®ecolonization policy enforced by theexample, food experts of this regiorlnmitigated deforestation not only
has been turning a blind eye to these&N since have confirmed and announced thatauses ecological imbalance but also
well-laid forceful machinations and the mid 20th century is a significantthe food items made available by thehanges the existing geographical
keeping the Kanglei people on thestep thatis believed to be a main factarolonial masters at cheap price at odfieatures, thus deprives the sole
point of “Sandrembi Imadi Ngakshamfor bringing peace and prosperity inmarkets, particularly the means of survival for many people
youre.” HoweverKanglei hills and the world. The UN had taken a keysuper fine rice and other commoditiesvho depend on the forest products
valley people have realized suchole in bringing freedom in countriesare adulterated with harmful artificialand lastly compelled to face a lot of
sinister designs of the coloniallike Namibia, South Sudan, Kosovo preservatives. But still without beinghardship. Thus in this repressive rule
masters and together made it futile. East Timor, Andorra, Amga, able to give a proper answers a of colonial India, we can never even
On the other hand, the UNact of Cambodia, Comoros, Croatia, etc. Theecret governmental policguch dream of progress, prosperity and a
meting out punishment to those whdJNO has always stood for countriescommaodities are sent into our marketfree life.

commitwar crimes, conduct genocidevhich were bearing the brunt ofunabatedAs if there is no other Dear beloved countrymen, today
and use chemical weapons to carrgolonial rule and struggling to getmeans, our people have come to suthe Red Army Uprising Day
out mass executions has made madneedom and those which justastage where they must consume tt@bservance has completed 37 years.
kind's united move meaningfilhe regained freedom in standing on theipoisonous rice at any cost. This iDuring these past years, the Red
way the UN had conductedown feet. In the same mannéhne itself aclear example of the trap laidArmy soldiers have bravely
investigation into the masspeoples revolutionary movement cunningly by the colonial masters tdaunched offensives against the IOF
executions by using poisonoushappening in this region for regainingproject the secret designs as nothingn many occasions and have been
chemical weapons in Syria andour lostindependence is allowed anthut absolute truth from which theable to cause serious casualty on
attempted to destroy such weaponapproved by the united body of thehelpless people can't escape otheir side. This is the result of the
is aremarkable step for the welfare ofnankind—the United Nationgvith  either side. In todag’ world, the sacrifice with which the valiant Red
the human kind. Freedom fromthe help of the UN, one day we shalhumber of countries with Imperialist Army waged a war of liberation upon
colonial yoke cannot be delayed orbe able to reach our destination oand Colonialist governments ofthe IOF In future too, our people are
the ground that a nation that isfreedomToday people have realizedwhich sole interest is only to makestrongly confident that the Red
politically, economicallysocially and the potent danger posed by thenore profits is increasingiaking Army

educationally dependent on otherpoisonous substances adulterated advantage of the USANorth Koreawill continue to launch significant
is not worthy of enjoying the right to various edible items and spices sertensionArab-Israel cold wainternal assault on the IQFNe give firm
self determination. The UN hasinto our markets by the colonialcrises in NigeriaAfghanistan, Iraq assurance that the Rédmy will
passed resolutions several times tmasterindia. and Syria, powerful nations of thesurely fulfill the peoples desire.
the effect that every dependeniNo price tags are printed on the goodworld are jostling with each otherLastly, as the 38th Re&rmy Uprising
country has the essential right to selpackets in order to facilitate theusing whatever power and wisdonDay arrives, we call upon the people
determination and to restorebusinessmen to sell the commoditiethey have to snatch the world marketo come forward and join the right
independence from the colonialat any price as they wish or price tagand strengthening their foot-hold.revolutionary movement as Red
regimes, and thus the UN has beeare fixed that do not suit the value ofThus amidst such confoundedArmy to dedicate our life for a new
insisting the governments ofthe goods. Then there are also packetsnsion, it is crystal clear that it will dream and bring a free, developed
occupying countries on returningof commodities that do not givebe the best interest of our people tand egalitarian society in our
freedom to the colonized nations. Thiproper date of manufacture and expirgoncentrate on cultivating the habimotherland. (Concluded)

of NE region faced with many
common, inter-related problems, as
well as existential threats looming
over mainstream media.souveniy
enriched with contributions on
various journalistic aspects from K
Vikram Rao, Snehasis S#rasanta
J Baruah, Bijoy Gurung, Kenter Joya
R, Prakash Mahanta, Ranjit
Hazarika, Oken Jeet Sandham,
MubinaAkhtar, Bijay Kr Sharma,
Bibekananda ChoudhuyyDr
Satyakam BorthakyHiren Sarma,
KR Kamath, Rituraj Konwar etc,
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